University Sin Fronteras

Decolonizing Knowledge & Social Change

New Mexico
Albuquerque, NM-Sept 15, 2015
LESSON PLAN
Methodology:

· Collective circle discussions (Round Robin) where everyone in the circle is important for the shared knowledge 

· Adjunct faculty is not a lecture it is a facilitated shared knowledge political education for social movement organizers and organizations

· Notes are taken of the round robin discussions

Learning Objectives:

· Share on the ‘decolonizing education and knowledge’ process

· The Colonial and Colonial-ity of a place and space matters, how does it play out here?

· Political-structural analysis of the positioning of NM nationally and regionally

· Military colony: from cradle to grave nukes... What does it mean for NM?

· Extraction colony: What does it look like in NM? What does it mean for our communities?

6:00 PM Welcome start class

-Frame the discussion, introduce objectives and questions

(adjunct faculty)

6:20 PM

-Historically how do we understand colonialism as applied to New Mexico?

(Round Robin)

6:45 PM

-What is the present of New Mexico? Nationally? Regionally? 

(Round Robin)

7:30 PM

-Connecting the dots, how do we move forward as a University Sin Fronteras campus and what other knowledge sharing can we do as a community?

(adjunct faculty)

7:45 PM 

-One page reflection: What to do or how to implement a decolonizing process starting now?

8:00 PM Close 
Adjunct Faculty Notes:
Four historical markers for the framing of this analytical discussion;

1.  The region here was inhabited by Indigenous people since at least 20-50,000 years prior to the European invasion in 1492

2.  300 years of Spanish Imperialism and colonialism

3.  27 years of free under Mexico (1821 Independence from Spain)

4.  167 years of US Imperialism (1848 after first expansionist war against Mexico/first use and invention the US Marines)

Four ideological situational moments/assumptions;

I.

Modernism started in 1492 and continues today in hegemony, i.e., globalization (Neo Liberal scheme).  The environment has been euro-centered roots of knowledge and history...espetecide...killing the epistemology of Indigenous knowledge.

II.

Colonial rule left out Indigenous Knowledge” as barbarian, thus genocide was rationale; where they humans or not did they have a soul or not?  Violence was the main function of the state, the colonial rulers.

III.

Mexico became independent from Spanish Imperialism but colonial ideology continued as the modern state turned an Indigenous majority nation to one of 'mestizos'; that is meant to be half Indigenous and half European.  The same euro centered colonial knowledge base turn us from Mestizo to Mexican American half Mexico, and half US under US imperialism and 'internal' colony rule.

IV.

New Mexico has forever, under Spanish, Mexico and US been a region for extraction.  Mineral and mining extraction but also an economy of extraction.  Poverty is one characteristic of the internal colony as is unemployment.  

Colonialism and rez life for Indigenous people, language, ceremony suppressed

Colonialism and oppressed social status and language suppressed

The first question then is...

-Historically how do we understand colonialism as applied to New Mexico?

(Round Robin)

and question two...

-What is the present of New Mexico? Nationally? Regionally? 

(Round Robin)

Campus question?

One page reflection:

What to do or how to implement a decolonizing process starting now?

